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Note from the Chair

The next FEMM committee meeting will provide a lot of in-depth analysis and research for our future work: First
of all, a discussion about the evaluation of the "Strategy for Equality between Women and Man
2010-2015", drawn up by the European Commission, will be held by the Members as a
contribution to achieve the goals of the Beijing Platform for Action. Later on, we will have a
dialogue about one of our studies entitled "The Situation of Women in the Gulf States".

Furthermore, the EU Anti Trafficking Coordinator, Ms Myria Vassiliadou, will join us and,
together with Members of the LIBE Committee, we will exchange views on and discuss the
"Global report on Trafficking in Persons" of the United Nation Office on Drugs and Crime, which
will be presented by Ms. Kristiina Kangaspunta (Chief of UNODC Anti-Human Trafficking Unit).

We will discuss several dossiers the FEMM committee is currently dealing with, such as the Draft Report on
Equality between Women and Men in 2013, the Draft Opinion on Human Rights and Democracy in the World
2013, the Draft Opinion on the Prevention and Deterrence of Undeclared Work. Also, the discharge procedure
for 2013 of the EU general budget and of the EIGE will be considered. Finally, we look as well forward to hear
the presentation of the European Institute for Gender Equality and its activities. We are welcoming you all to an
interesting FEMM meeting!

Iratxe GARCÍA PÉREZ

Equality between Women and Men 2010-2015
Presentation of the Study

The study on "Evaluation of the Strategy for Equality
between Women and Men 2010-2015 as a
contribution to achieve the goals of the Beijing
Platform for Action" examines the coherence,
implementation and concrete effectiveness of
previous and current strategies for gender equality in
the EU and its Member States, in order to promote
the achievement of the Beijing Platform's targets.

It provides a contribution to the drafting and adoption
of the post-2015 EU Strategy for Equality between
Women and Men and of the related FEMM report
currently being drafted (Maria Noichl Report).

Situation of Women in the Gulf States
Presentation of the Study

The Study on the "Situation of Women in the Gulf
States" examines women's rights and gender equality
across the area of the Gulf and focuses on eight case
studies (Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates).

On one hand the document highlights similarities and
differences among the eight countries in access to
education, economic and political participation. On
the other hand, it analyses the overall situation of
gender discrimination in law and in society.

A series of recommendations are addressed to EU
institutions, suggesting how EU policies and
instruments could be developed to support women’s
rights and enhance gender equality in the Gulf States
and in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).

FEMM MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF

1 DECEMBER, 15.00 - 18.30
 Evaluation of the Strategy for Equality between

Women and Men 2010-2015 as a contribution to
achieve the goals of the Beijing Platform for Action

 The Situation of Women in the Gulf States in
association with the EP Delegation for Relations
with the Arab Peninsula (DARP)

 Discussion on the Draft Opinion:
Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in
the World 2013 and the European Union’s policy on
the matter

 Presentation of EIGE and its activities
2 DECEMBER, 10.00 - 11.00

 Discussion on the Draft Report:
Equality between Women and Men in 2013

 Discussion on the Draft Opinion:
Establishment of a European Platform to enhance
Cooperation in the Prevention and Deterrence of
Undeclared Work

 Discussion on the Draft Opinion:
Discharge 2013: EU general budget - European
Commission

 Discussion on the Draft Opinion:
Discharge 2013: European Institute for Gender
Equality (EIGE)
JOINT MEETING: FEMM/LIBE
2 DECEMBER, 11.00 - 12.30

 Towards the eradication of Trafficking in Human
Beings
Date and venue
Monday, 1 December 2014, 15.00 - 18.30
Tuesday, 2 December 2014, 10.00 – 12.30
József Antall building, room 6Q-2, Brussels
Live Web streaming on the meetings here.
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Human Rights and Democracy in the World 2013
Rapporteur: Jana Žitňanská (ECR)

The "Annual Report on Human Rights
and Democracy in the World in 2013"
outlines the work of the EU on human
rights across the full range of its
external relations and highlights its
main achievements and challenges. It
is part of the EU's efforts to advance
internationally the values and

principles upon which the Union is built.

Presentation of EIGE and its activities

The Vilnius-based EU-agency
supports the European Union
institutions and the Member States
in promoting equality between
women and men and combating sex
discrimination. The Director of EIGE,
Ms Virginija Langbakk, will give a

presentation of the institute and its activities.

Equality between Women and Men in 2013
Rapporteur: Marc Tarabella (S&D)

Every year, the FEMM committee
adopts a Report on Progress in
Equality between Women and Men in
the EU. A first exchange of views on
the 2013 exercise took place on 24
September followed by a public
hearing on the subject on 13 October.

On 2 December the EP Rapporteur
will present his Draft Report and his views on
successes and shortcomings in the following fields:
the gender perspective in all crisis-related policies,
Barcelona targets, taxation schemes, maternity and
parental leave, gender pay gap, violence against
women and sexual and reproductive health and
rights.

JOINT MEETING: FEMM/LIBE
Towards the eradication of THB

During the years 2010-2012, EU Member States
registered more than 30000 victims of trafficking in
human beings. Behind this number there are are
human tragedies, broken hopes and destroyed plans
for a better life. To address the phenomenon of
trafficking in human beings, the European
Commission adopted the EU Strategy towards the
eradication of THB 2012-2016.

In a joint meeting, Members of the Committee on
Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs and of the
Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality
will hold an exchange of views with the EU Anti-
Trafficking Coordinator, Ms Myria Vassiliadou and
take stock of how the EU Strategy has been
implemented, from early 2012 to the third quarter of
2014. This will be followed by discussion on the
Global Report on Trafficking in Persons of the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, presented by Ms
Kristiina Kangaspunta, Chief of UNODC Anti-Human
Trafficking Unit.

Prevention and Deterrence of Undeclared Work
Rapporteur: Kostadinka Kuneva (GUE/NGL)

The FEMM committee will have a
first exchange of views on the Draft
Opinion on the "Proposal for the
establishment of a European
Platform to enhance Cooperation in
the Prevention and Deterrence of
Undeclared Work". The EP
draftsperson emphasises the
particularly precarious situation of
female undeclared workers, for example in domestic
work or in the care sector. Amongst others, she
draws attention to the question of the definition of
undeclared work and proposes the inclusion of EIGE
as an observer or an expert in the Platform.

Discharge 2013:
EU general budget - European Commission and
European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE)
Rapporteur: Iratxe García Pérez (S&D)

The FEMM committee will discuss two
budgetary discharges for 2013, one
of the EU general budget, and a
second one of EIGE. As for the
general budget the draftsperson
underlines the importance of gender
budgeting.

New FRA paper:
Addressing forced marriage in the EU: legal
provisions and promising practices

Forced marriage is a form of domestic violence. It
violates the right to freely decide whether, when and
whom to marry. Most of the victims are women but it
can be imposed on men, too. Children and those with
learning disabilities are particularly vulnerable.

With this paper the European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights (FRA) encourages European
Union institutions to look at the issue of forced
marriage in a comprehensive manner. It suggests
that the EU should consider acceding to the 2011
Council of Europe Convention on preventing and
combating violence against women and domestic
violence (Istanbul Convention), given that the
convention envisages this possibility. The paper
focuses only on one aspect among many others
analysed by FRA in its "Violence against women: an
EU-wide survey".

Details of the next meetings

20 January 2015, 9.00 - 12.30
and 15.00 - 18.30
European Parliament, Brussels

http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2014/comprehensive-action-needed-tackle-forced-marriage

